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The Formula Student Team of the 
Academic Motorsports Association Zu-
rich has made history today: The elec-
tric race car «grimsel» accelerated in 
only 1.513 seconds from 0 to 60 mph 
(100 kph) and therefore broke the pre-
vious Guinness world record for electric 
vehicles. The former record was held by 
an electric racecar of the University of 
Stuttgart with a time of 1.779 seconds. 
The new record was set at the military 
airfield in Dübendorf. The vehicle nee-
ded less than 30 m to reach a speed 
of 60 mph. 

The team started the day with mar-
king off a 120-meter-long track, which 
«grimsel» used throughout the day to 
accelerate from a standstill. Several 

experts from academia and industry 
monitored the record attempts to en-
sure rules compliance with the official 
Guinness regulations.

In order to eliminate the influence of 
a potential slope of the track, the acce-
leration times were calculated as mean 
values of two consecutive runs in op-
posite directions. The old record was 
already beaten in the first attempt of the 
day. After further fine-tuning of the trac-
tion control system and with optimum 
track and tire temperatures, the fastest 
time was set during the afternoon.

In order to achieve this record, the 
team has invested a lot of time into per-
formance tests since winter, which re-

sulted in an improved usage of the mo-
tor controllers and an enhanced traction 
control software. The outcome of this 
progression has led to today’s  success 
story and to an acceleration unparalle-
led by any production car in the world.

 2015 - flüela

«grimsel» at the record attempt on the military airbase in Dübendorf

Zero to 60 in 1.513 Seconds –  
World Record!
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We would like to thank our sponsors 
and supporters as well as ETH Zurich, 
the Institute of Virtual Manufacturing 
and University of Lucerne. This record 
would not have been possible without 
your valuable support.

A special thanks goes to Kistler In-
strumente AG for data evaluation and 
Electrosuisse for supervising the world 
record attempt. Finally, we want to 
thank the military airfield in Dübendorf 

for providing the track for today’s record 
attempts.

Thank you!


